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Where does money come from?

A recent study has found young children have little 
understanding of where money actually comes from.

500 children aged 5 to 16 were surveyed, and found 
almost half of the five-year-olds thought their parents got 
free money from a machine in the wall after inserting a 
card.

One third of the five-year-olds thought there was a 
person hiding in the machine giving their parents money.



Our world of online transactions and card 

payments means young children don't get 

exposed to actual cash, so they don't 

always understand the value of money.

Where does money come from?



To understand exactly what a 2p coin represents we have to 

understand that the '2' on the coin means two pennies and 

that this is the same as having two single penny coins, or two 

coins with '1' on them. 

It is true that a 2p is larger than a 1p and may 'reveal' its 

greater value in that way… 

… but a 5p coin is smaller than both of these so the analogy 

cannot be carried very far.
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Enjoy!

9.15-10am Open Classrooms Y1-Y6


